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Preserve natural areas 
and farmland by 
managing growth and 
development to 
enhance and 
strengthen cities, 
borough, suburbs and 
rural communities.

Direct growth by 
establishing a network 
of mixed-use centers 
and mixed-
transportation 
corridors.

1.1 1.2





Conserve and manage 
natural lands and 
water resources for 
environmental and 
recreational benefits.

Minimize 
environmental 
impacts of 
development to 
protect the health, 
safety and welfare of 
the public.

3.1 3.2



Suburban Corridor Concept
Walbert Avenue, South Whitehall Township
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Natural Resources Plan

Online 
Interactive & 
Searchable 

Info for 
SWT!

https://lvpc.maps.arcgis.com/a
pps/opsdashboard/index.html
#/1df91595b46147619a2b6
919e58046c3



Preserve farmland to 
maintain rural 
character and provide 
open space.

Reduce climate 
change impacts 
through mitigation 
and adaptation.

3.3 3.4
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Farmland Preservation Plan
Online 

Interactive & 
Searchable 

Info for 
SWT!

https://lvpc.maps.arcgis.com/
apps/opsdashboard/index.ht
ml#/8cf540a777b14331adc
eb8c1d4396fcf





4.3
Support agriculture 
and open space as 
essential components 
of the regional 
economy and identity.

4.4

Farms lost in 
2012-2017

140

Acres lost in 
2012-2017

8,400 Farms preserved 
2012-2017

122

Acres preserved 
2012-2017

6,619

of farms 
are family-

owned

99%

of farms are 
smaller than 

50 acres

60%





5. Promote development that complements the unique 
history, environment, culture and needs of the Valley.

5.4



Lehigh County
Development
Pattern
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Commuter Trail Concept
D & L Westside Trail
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